4 


Write to: 


jason read 
- го Бох 763 
ampshire ‹ 
amherst. ma. 9. 
0100 2 


Blackbelt is a registered trademark 
of the World Martial Arts Association 
and is used here under permission and 
according to the strict guidelines 
published by the Federal Copyright 
Commission. It is used here solely 
for humorous and whimsical purposes, 
‘and is in no way meant to reflect 
negatively on the W.M.A.A., the 
martial arts in general, Chuck 
Norris, or his family. 
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jackbelt Technofix, I first thought of the title 
while working on a paper on housework, women, and 
advertising campaigns for household appliances. I 
don't think anyone I told liked the name, they just 
sort of forced a smile and hoped that I would realize 
that it ig a stupid title for a zine. The less other 
people started to like it the more I started to like 
it, I thought of it, it makes me happy. I guess that 
is sort of the whole point of putting out a zine, 
naming, writing, and drawing what I like and think 
regardless of what others may think about it. ‘That 
sounds really self -indulgent I know, but the end 
result of this sort of self expression, of people 
putting out zines records and whatever because they 
want to, is communication. Communication of all 
different types of voices, through all different types 
of means, from sloppy zines banged out on mom,s type- 
writer and four track justlearnedguitar cassette 
releases to mass media standards type standards of 
production and clarity. The point isn't production 

or talent or having the new sound or new look, but 
just putting it out because every opinion, every 
voice, every point of view matters. 

The mainstream media .on the other hand, constantly 
reiterates the exact opposite idea. With every 
creator/marketer who is applauded as genius, with 
every celebration of talent comes the idea that 
whatever you normal everday person does or says 


could never be as worthwhile. our voice can not 
be heard over the roar of applause for the self- 
dubbed geniuses and mega idols in the celebrity 
cash crop. The publishing houses and printing 
presses are supersaturated vith the mediocre 
products of name brand authors, because names like 
Stephen King and Danielle Steeie move units and your 
name does not. THe record industry is dominated by 
carbon copy fashionites who crank out the anthems of 
the status quo in dolby sound. The rag to riches 

d success stories of those who do achieve coveted 
Stardom, are discovered, as they say it prove simply 


that your chance of being heard are about the same 
as the chance you have of being killed by electric 
eels. Do you want to be heard? Write a letter to 
the editor, there you.can See your words shrunken and 
reduced to fit on a page no one reads anyways. Or 
form a cover band, you know, FREEWILL in the spirit 
of Rush or IMMIGRANT SONG in the tradition of Led 
Zeppelin, of course it is no fun but at least that 
way people will come to hear you. 

Of course i leave myself open for plenty of nit- 
picking, "If you are 50 anti-talent- pro expression 
wny don't you own the THIS END-UP! "songs about 
being straight and having bleached flat-tops" ten 
song cassette?" Truth is despite what I have said 
about talent there is a great deal of stuff that I 
don't like, but my point is expression versus 
consumption. Whenever you or anyone spends six 
dollars оп Я movie ticket, you pay for the ticket 
but you also say in effect "I have two hours free, 
put nothing I could do or thinkof doing is worth- 
while so i will pay to have tnose Tours occupied 
for mes" A bit of an extreme idea i know, but it 
(spending money on entertainment rather than think- 
ing of something creative to do) is part of the 
larger idea that our lives are best left up to 
experts. From the president to Claudia Miiler 
author of How to find the Person You will Love and 
Live Happily Forever, we surrendor precious bits of 


our lives and our own opinions to those we think 
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can better. Gut level reactions and our 
Я own feelings about our own lives are drowned out 
by sound bytes, talk show experts, and the over- 
whelming idea that everyone knows what is best for ШЕ 
us. Just as people are unwilling to produce any 
sort of expression of there ideas under the 
assumption that they lack talent, people are 
afraid to voice there opinion on any political 
issue for fear that they may not know what they E 
; are talking about. i am not trying to dismiss the а 
importance of education or learning Something, UE 
put so often learning is left up to professional = 
| experts, their pockets loaded with the spare в == 
change vested interests, these experts are 


in complication. =. 


ЭШ when actual social change 15 attempted, a move for E 
"peace or a more just welfare system , these experts 

Sm talk about being "realistic" and construct pipe dream 
E dragons such as the domino effect and market incentives 
= to keep the status quo in place. 

Ў The entertainment idols of MIV and the world leaders 

of the cabie news networks are connected by more than 
Ча flip of the remote controi button, they are connected 
by the idea that we are powerless to do or change 
anything, connected but the fantasy We concoct 

during the commercial break, as we sink a little 
deeper in our seats. 
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BREAST-TALKER 
а Study in socio-biology 
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natural drives in contemporary man, 
Regardless of the origin man has an 
and natural instinct to focus his eyes 
and attention on the female breasts. 
Even to this date the practice of breast 
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I am a little unsure whether or not the breast talker page makes 
sense to anyone but me. I knew that I wanted to write something 
about the objectification of womyn, the way in which women are 
often "checked out" more than they are listened to, and my 
writing tends to drift to sarcasm rather than any sort of clearly 
expressed op/ed piece. Socio-biology kind of got thrown in, 

not because I am that concerned about out dated pseudo-scientific 
theories in particular, but the idea that human sexuality (as 

it is expressed in the singles bars and stripper joints) has 
anything to do with some sort of natural instinct is ridiculous. 
The references made to man's uncontrollable drives and womyn's 
natural deception and eventual submission, which are based on 
the mating habits of primates and stick-bugs, ignore the 
information that surrounds our daily lives. From the games 

we are taught to play as children to the advertisements for 

new cars we are bombarded with a myriad of inter-connected ideas 
regarding our sexuality. 1 don't feel the need to go into this, 
nor am I trying to answer the whole debate between social 
conditioning and innate behavior in the pages of my zine. I 
just want to know, why is it that the only time I hear any 
mention of "natural" tendencies in human beings is when it 

has something to do with sex(ism) or violence? 


The idea of someone being a breast talker, carryíng a 
conversation with a womyn with his eyes fixated on her breasts 
struck me in such an odd way. It makes me think of the Е 
coffee/pastry shop where I used to work, and the male employees 
who would pretend to rearrange pastries in the glass pastry 
case so they could look up the skirts of womyn standing at the 
counter. Is it what they see that makes them want to look, 

or is it the power in being able to subject someone to their 


gaze?? 


This is the second time that I have tried to write this 
book review section, the first time it came out to read more 
like a book report section the only thing that was missing was 
the faint smell of chalk dust and the lump in my throat from 
having to present my book report in front of the class, во I 

am going to try again. I read Manufacturing consent: The 
Political Economy of the Mass Media, by Edward S. Herman and 
Noam Chomsky late last summer, I had been home (my mothers 
house in cleveland) for about two months, and at home I tend 

to encounter a great deal more mass media than I would otherwise. 


I guess encounter is not exactly the right word, I sort of 
developed an intimate love/hate relationship with the glossy 
pages of Time magazine. I remember with particular fondness 

the cover story "Evil: does it exist, or do bad things just 
happen?" with its dramatic photo captions that asked "Is Saddam 
Hussein Evil?" and "Is Nature Evil?". Of course such obvious 
examples of cheap mass media sensationalism are merely the 
cynical observations of a bored college student home for the 
summer compared to the stuff Herman and Chomsky come up with 

in their book. The basic premise of the book is that the "free 
press" works through a system of what the authors call screens, 
these screens range from the economic considerations of appealing 
to advertisers and selling papers (or whatever) to the ideology 
and biases of those reporting the news, the end result of such 
screens is that the media ends ир presenting a picture that 

is does not differ too much from the point of view the state 
department wants presented (little inquiry into the claims made 
by the government etc.) Herman and Chomsky follow this plausible 
hypothesis with a great deal of proof, tracing the history of 
the media's coverage of the united states involvement in central 
america and the middle east, and ending with an amazing critique 
of the statement presented by conservative think-tanks that 


the liberal tendencies of the media was responsible for the 
lack of support and eventual pull out of vietnam. This is one 
book which really affected my thinking, whenever I read a 


newspaper or watch the news on television I end up thinking 

about it in some way or another. Herman and Chomsky's book 

does not simply critique the mass media, but it also provides 

a sort of alternative way of reading the media. 

Sometime last semester while wandering through used bookstores 

to find cheap copies of the books I needed for classes I stumbled 
upon а copy of We by Yevgeny Zamyatin. The one I saw had this 
interesting drawing of several sets of hands overlapping on 

the cover. Тһе book stuck іп my head and I ended up borrowing 
a copy at the end of the semester (The cover of the copy I 
borrowed was not as interesting, it was printed during the 
fifties when they made all books vaguely related to science 
fiction look like promo posters for Lost in Space) . I ended 

up reading most of the book some where along the New York thruway 
crammed in the back seat of a car. The book is basically a 
retelling of the soviet unions transformation from revolution 

to stalinism in the form of a science fiction novel. Zamyatin‘s 
ideas about revolution and the individuals relation to society 
shine through his rather lackluster story in which the buildings 
are made out of glass and the dictator of the future literally 
liguidates dissidents with a huge machine. I guess it is only 
worth reading if you are a big fan of the whole dystopian genre, 
АҒ you сап get а copy with some sort of introduction about the 
author's life it is better. 

I am sure all of the liberalpostbeatnikcollegeprofessortype 
bookstores in your area have several copies of Declarations 

of Independence by Howard Zinn by now, it is the companion piece 
to Zinn's A People's History of the United States. The subtitle 
of this book is "cross-examining american ideology" and basically 
what Zinn does is use his vast knowledge of history to critically 
examine the realities behind such ideals as free speech and 
representative government, Zinn's anger in some sections like 
the section on "just" versus unjust wars is something I did 

not really expect to encounter from soneone who seems to have 
marginal mainstream acceptance, especially in this age in which 
“love the troops, hate the war" a strong anti- war message. 


In terms of factual information the section on free speech, 

in which Zinn provides a complete history of the governments 
almost complete nullification of any true free speech, is the 
most amazing. The books worst parts are those in which Zinn 
finds it necessary to not only discuss anerican ideology but 


to offer his own alternatives as well, it is not that offering 
alternatives is a bad idea it is just that these parts are the 
most poorly written, I don't know, there is something about 
his long section on guaranteed income that rubs me the wrong 
way, it is as if I am being talked down to, I am sure that it 
is news to some people though...patronize your local library 
before print is dead. 
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cable channels, 
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shop till we drop. We are free to enjoy 


We are free to enjoy wet T-shirt contests, 
to spend 


of boredom and repressed urges, and 
all the while we are free fear that 

if we are not reasonable, and realistic, 
we are free to 


be paid for in Sacrifice, in carpet 
bombing, valiant Sacrifice and atomic 
submarines, It must be paid for by those 
who give their lives freely, freely with 
the assistance of a national advertising 
campaign, promises about a career in 
electronics, and when necessary the 
threat of prison, 
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Volume three сменсе? 


n gaining support for "the war on drugs" 
read: decreased civil liberties and 
.ncreased police powers over the rights 
xf individuals) it is important to follow 
several simple steps. First in order 

го invoke middle class fears it is 
important to provide anecdotal accounts 
of the harmful effects of drugs, stories 
involving innocent victims work best, 
such as small children who consume lethal 
amounts of cocaine or other drugs 
imitating an older sibling, (95% of test 
audience responded with feelings of 
sadness and anger). After providing 
appropriate anecdotal information it 

is important to shift blame away from 
audience (read: any criticism of the 
family structure, failure of adults to 
understand children) to the appropriate 
target groups (read: racial minorities, 
the nations of south america, liberal 
and leftist candidates). It is found 
that images of racial minorities enjoying 
wealth and leisure stir up racist feelings 
in the most liberal of audiences, of 
course once it is implied that wealth 
may be a result of the drug trade such 
effects double. It is then prudent to 
bring up proposed war on drugs program 
(military fortification of mexican border, 
use of armed forces in south america, 
and increased domestic police powers 

in regards to search and privacy 
regulations). If all goes well the 
audience will regard the anecdotal 
information as concrete, while viewing 
such controversial matters a3 military 
intervention and decreased rights as 
abstract and necessary. 
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ГА Let us reflect on our founding fathers, 
1] who set foot оп this uncharted wilderness, 
в and pressed pen to paper and recorded 
М their hypocrisy with a flair for 
hip and a way with words. Who 
sought to build a nation on the principles 
of social contract and representative 
| democracy, while adhering 
strictly to racist-pseudo-science, 
religious supremacy, and the scientific 
{A principles of socio-biology. Let us now 
4 remember those who followed after our 
"Й forefathers who had the intelligence 
|1] to develop such ideas as manifest destiny, 
4 | the scholasticism to find biblical 
M justification for slavery, and the courage | 
ІН to carry out genocide. Let us not forget | 
BÉ the great industrialists who rode to 
lÎ fame and fortune on the backs of the 
|І fourteen hour workday and presided over 
WW the sweatshop floor, littered with the 
lost fingers of the overworked immigrant 
children. And what about the great 
| warriors who protected this great nation 
from Filipino peasants, striking fruit 
pickers, japanese civilians and vietnamese 
farmers. Last but not least let us not 
forget the great reformers, who 
reluctantly made superficial changes 
in the face of racism and subtle 
adjustments in poverty while keeping 
the power structure of the elite intact. 
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ЛЕр UNTITLED THOUGHTS 


Rich white kids in the town where I grew up often cruise the 
tree lawn bordered streets in their graduation gift cars, 
blasting the latest Ice Cube cd out of alpine speakers, hats 
cocked in just the right direction. It is the new archetype 

of toughness, and it is not just them, the sales of Oakland 
Memorabilia is way up, as well as LA Kings, starter jackets 

in general, X caps, and silver tipped canes. The look of the 
black urban gangster, as presented by the record executives 

and film producers, is hot, stirring nightmares in the air 
conditioned bedrooms of the suburbs and selling merchandise 

and movie tickets at the shopping mall. To be tough, to be male, 
is to be a cryp or the closest facsimile, and in front of the 
glowing t.v. screens suburban kids watch rap videos and practice 
calling their girlfriends bitch. 

In the town where I go to college, the streets are lined with 
counterculture shops where you can purchase the spiritual healing 
of the ancient Hopi, the bestsellers of Carlos Castenada, and 
hand made moccasins. College students enroll in Native American 
Studies classes, to find out how to get in touch with nature 
like those oh so spiritual Indians. At the local art theater 
the screen glows bright with valiant indians fighting in vain 
against superior technology, (with the required white celebrities 
іп the director's chair and taking up most of the screen time), 
sort of like the thinking man's Ewoks. After leaving the theater 
you can take a walk down to the natural history museum, where 
the Indian exhibit is squeezed between the display of bears 

of north america, and skulls of pre-historic primates. 


There is of course a great deal of racism to such 
representations. Disguised by all sorts of talk about how it 

is in their "culture", and what 'they are really like. I have 
listened to my relatives sit around dinner tables and discuss 

the natural spirituality of "those Negroes," and the natural 
frugality and discipline of the Japanese. Broad generalizations 
based on nothing more than a few anecdotes, and editorials in 
Time magazine. Such collective identities leave little room 


propeller gear unit 
! 


compressor fuel 


turbine which - 一 


ig. 2 DIAGRAM OF PROPELLER TURBINE drives compressor" 
ENGINE (turboprop) end propeller uc 


for an individual to define him/herself as an individual. 1 
went to a high school where kids used to talk about acting black 
and not acting black, which applied to tastes in clothing, music, 
and friends. This dichotomy of course feeds right into the 

new updated form of racism, which allows for the enjoyment of 
the Bill Cosby show while still muttering about those niggers. 
All such depictions simplify human nature, only granting a few 
of the possible human characteristics to each race, the natural 
spiritual simplicity of native americans, the hot tempered, 

lazy latin americans, and the anger and severity of Arabians. 

Of course even what would be positive characteristics fit this 
pattern, the financial wizardry of the Jewish and the discipline 
of the japanese. Only the group that is making such distinctions 
is allowed any wholeness free from race or what ie called 
culture, (in this case the white suburban middle class). These 
representations are at work in politica, the media (needless 

to say), and most importantly in the minds 


of often well meaning 
isolated suburbanites. 


People who for the most part work and 
live with people who are not too different from themselves, 


who try to understand the vorld with the information they are 
given everyday. 


This information, like I a. ready said cones primarify from 
mass media sources that have more interest in the appropriate 
marketable stereotype than any sort of honesty. What is even 
more disturbing is the way people go along with such pictures 
of themselves and others. The neighborhood where my mother 
lives is I guess what you would call integrated, there are just 
as many black people as there are white People. But no one 
talks to anyone, every house is shut off in ite own air 
conditioned or insulated little world, and in between mowing 
and watering the lawn if you want to find out what your neighbor 
is like there is always television or the latest album by N.W.A. 
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The strong emphasis of totalitarian propaganda on 
the scientific nature of its assertionshas been 
compared to certain advertising techniques which 
also address themselves to the masses. And it is 
true that the advertising columns of every newspaper 
show this "scientifically," by which a manufacturer 
proves with facts and figures and the help ofa 
"research" department that his is the "best soap 

in the world". It is also true that there a certain 
element of violence in the imaginative exaggerations 
of publicity men, that behind the assertion that 

girls who do not use this particular brand of soap 

may go through life with pimples and without a husband, 
lies the wild dream of monopoly, the dream that one 
day the manufacturer of the "only soap that prevents 
pimples" may have the power to deprive of husbands 

ali giris who do not use this soap. Science in the 
instances of both business publicity and totalitarian 
propaganda is obviously oniy a surrogate for power. 
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